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tualc, they also have duties to perform: they are the leading
members of the village association, the priests, witch-doctors,
story-tellers, and of course the teachers of writing, poetry, and
the arts. Old men are often duck-shepherds, guiding the flocks
of ducks to the fields and back.

At one time the dramatic arts were restricted to the men,
although older women danced in religious ceremonies. But to-
day girls have successfully invaded the theatrical field. In general
the condition of Balinese women is better than in other Eastern
countries. A woman has definite rights; the income she derives
from the sale of her pigs, her weaving, or the garden produce she
sells in the market is her own, and she may dispose of her belong-
ings without the knowledge of her husband. Most women are
not only economically independent, but contribute to the ex-
penses of the household. A woman's debts are her own and her
husband is not liable for them. The women keep the finances of
the family and control the markets.

THE   ECONOMIC   ORDER

With agriculture as the main occupation of the people and the
basis of wealth, the question of the ownership of land is of great
importance. Bali presents the amazing spectacle of a land where
the deeply rooted agrarian communalism of the people has con-
tinued to exist side by side with the feudalism of the noble land-
lords. We have seen that the true Balinese village is an independ-
ent economic and social unit, ruled by a council of villagers with
voting power, equal rights for all, and ownership of land restricted
by village regulations. The lands are communally cultivated to
maintain the village festivals, and even the ground on which the
houses stand is village property that can be reclaimed if the tenant
abuses his privileges. Since the land and its products belong to
the ancestral gods, the idea of absolute property is not firmly
rooted among the Balinese. In our household nobody objected
when neighbours came and cut flowers and banana leaves without
permission.